
 

 

Dam Concerned Citizens, Inc. 

Monthly Meeting, February 2, 2011 

 

Call to Order by Sherrie Bartholmew, President, DCC 

 

Bulletin:  Sherrie reported that NYCDEP has decided to include 

conservation releases in the  low level outlet in the new  dam design.  

 

Secretary’s report:  Correction in November minutes:  Section 2 under 

old business should read.  “John Garver reported on “Mighty Water” 

initiative begun by Representative Paul Tonko.  This effort by Rep. Tonko 

would bring federal money to the 21st Congressional district for a variety of 

projects.  Rep. Tonko has partnered with John Cronin in this effort.  Thus 

far no money has been allocated.  Public “listening meetings” have been 

held. 

Minutes accepted after this correction. 

 

Treasurer’s report:  Balance in checking account is $1,776.04.  Report 

accepted as presented. 

 

Discussion was held with Peter Lopez, NYS Representative, regarding the 

proposal for an independent inspector.  Also discussed were the ways in 

which money could be obtained to pay for this position.  It is proposed 

that this position be part-time for the period of critical dam reconstruction.  

The inspector would report to the public.  Schoharie County has an 

engineer but this position is under funded and could not take on this 

responsibility.  Discretionary funds are not available.  A request to the 

Catskill Water Corporation probably would not be effective.  There are no 

ready sources of additional funds for this.  The O’Connor Foundation 

would likely not pay for a salary.  A suggestion was made to approach 

local benefactors for this money.  There are also a number of other grant 

sources: Stewarts, Walmart, etc.  These grants are likely to be smaller.  

 

A clear job description is needed for this inspector.  It is estimated that 

this inspector would work 3 days a week during the critical phases of 

construction. His working relationship would have to be acceptable to 

other inspectors.   

 

Mike Quinn suggested that a “Scope of Practice” description be written for 

this position.  The cost for this inspector would be about $40,000 a year.  

 

President’s Report:  Sherrie Bartholmew.  (See attached report) 

 

 



 

 

 

Old Business 

1.  Mohawk Symposium at Union College 

a. October 1, 2010 flood - paper to be presented by Howard 

Bartholmew. 

b. Sediment at Schoharie Reservoir – Poster and paper.  All 

board members will be presenters.  The contents of poster 

and paper to be handed out at the March meeting. 

c. Paul Tonko will be the speaker at the dinner. 

 

2. O’Connor Foundation Grant concerns- Previously presented in 

Peter Lopez discussion. 

 

3. Drive About-Upper Schoharie Watershed suggested by Howard 

for sometime in the spring. 

 

4. SPDES Meeting will be in Hunter town hall on February 23 at 10 

am.  Ralph will attend. 

 

New Business: 

1. Committees: suggest that committees meet ½ hour before the 

regular meeting.  Reports to be given at the meeting.  

Committees include: 

a. Operation of the gates at the dam 

b. Independent inspector – write a job description. 

c. Finding sources of money for the independent inspector. 

 

2. Sherrie presented the NYCDEP power point presentation that was 

given to the Schoharie Board of Supervisors at an earlier date.  

 

3. March meeting will begin at 6PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eleanor L. Currie 

Secretary   

 

 

 

 

 


