
Dam Concerned Citizens, Inc.
Monthly Meeting, October 12, 2011
 
Call to Order by Sherrie Bartholmew, President, DCC
 
There are 11 board members present.  This meeting was open to the public, as are all DCC 
meetings,  and there were approximately 22 citizens of Schoharie County attending this 
meeting at the Methodist Church in Middleburgh.
 
The meeting was called to order by Sherrie Bartholmew and members of the Board and 
government representatives were introduced. 
 
Before the official meeting was underway, Representative Peter Lopez was allow to speak 
regarding his experiences and lessons learned during the recent flood events.  Paul Rush told 
Mr. Lopez that by the morning of August 28 the signal from the dam sensors had been lost, 
visuals of the dam were lost.  Dam engineers were unable to reach the dam due to extreme 
weather conditions.  Paul Rush indicated that the sirens should be activated.  By this time, 
some sirens, roads and bridges were compromised making evacuation more difficult.  The 
reverse 911 system was not working for all the county residents.
 
Rep. Lopez raised several issues that need to be answered by NYCDEP.  His issues are: 1. 
the role of NYC in flood control, 2. should NYC be responsible if all flood control mechanisms 
are not used,  3. should NYC be held responsible if all flood controls are not used.
 
Rep. Lopez would like to hold a public hearing with NYCDEP and members of the state and 
local legislators.  He has solicited support from other local legislators.
 
Discussion and Questions:
Howard Bartholmew suggested that all communities of the watershed be included in the 
hearings.  Suggested that we need flood control before the low level outlet is completed.  He 
stated the bulkhead would not survive the springs floods.
 
Gail Schaffer discussed the need for an independent public inspector.  
 
Peter Onkush stated that with the low level outlet as designed with 2,000 cu. Ft. release 
would have needed 4 - 5 days ahead to prevent the flood caused by Hurricane Irene.  An 
outlet with 5000 cu ft release would be better.  Can a larger LL outlet be constructed?  
 
Fundamental laws in evacuation plan were discussed: failure of sirens, and telephone alerts 
as well as evacuation routes that were impassable.  
 
Property tax paid by NYC was discussed:  Can property taxes be increased?  Can their 
property be reassessed?  
 
Rep. Lopez stated that the N.Y. Power Authority will soon have the review prior to renewal of 
their contract.  They could contribute more for flood recovery.
 
DCC Business meeting



 
Secretary’s report:  Minutes of the June meeting were accepted as written. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Report accepted as presented by Sherrie Bartholmew for Stan Towne.  
The current balance is $2,783,09,  There is an additional $1,216.00 in the independent 
inspector fund.  The treasurers report was accepted as written.
 
President’s Report:
 1.  $1090.00 received in donations since the last meeting.  Also $20.00 in membership dues 
has been received.  After a posting on the DCC website there were donations totally $400 for 
flood relief.  This money has been distributed:  Our Lady of the Valley Church $400, for the 
food they supply to valley residents and $100 to the Schoharie River Center for clean up 
activities. 
 
SPEDES meeting.  No one able to attend however it was announced that the Obermeyer 
gates have been completed and the operational testing has also been completed.  
 
Schoharie County Board of Supervisors meeting on 10/21/11 at the MOSA building on Route 
7.  NYCDEP may be attending this meeting.  All DCC members urged to attend.  Sherrie will 
be giving the report from DCC.  
 
Flood Committee meeting on October 25 at 5pm,  also in the MOSA conference room.  There 
should be a motion to hold hearings as suggested by Rep. Peter Lopez regarding the conduct 
of NYCDEP and their contractor during the recent floods.   Another issue is the operation of 
the Obermeyer gates.  They are now filled with storm debris in the gates and may not go back 
down.
 
There should be a committee consisting of NYCDEP, three Schoharie County officials, the 
Power Authority to develop a protocol for the operation of these gates.   
 
OLD BUSINESS
1.  Traveling Display Board will be placed in local banks.
2.  Tourism initiative probably on hold because the NYCDEP has erected a tall metal fence 
that prevents the public from observing the reconstruction of the dam from the public outlook.  
 
Turbid water has been present in the creek since Hurricane Irene.  Testing by students at the 
Schoharie River Center indicate that there is no normal fauna present in the creek.  
 
Letter on conservation of land and water will be written by committee consisting of Gail, 
Howard, Steve, Liz and Ralph.
 
General agreement that we do not want to scare businesses and valley residents away by 
sensationalizing the risk of flooding.  We can provide reassurance that floods can be 
mitigated with the proper controls on the new dam.          


