
Dam Concerned Citizens, Inc.
Monthly Meeting, November 9, 2011

Call to Order by Sherrie Bartholmew, President, DCC
Nine board members present.  In addition, several members of the community were welcomed at 
the meeting.
Secretary’s minutes:  Minutes of November 2, 2011 accepted as written.
Treasurer’s Report:  Given by Sherrie Bartholmew due to the absence of Stan Towne.  There 
have been $580 dollars in donations since the floods of August and September.  Report accepted 
as read.  
Presentation by Peter Lopez, NYS Representative from the 127th Congressional district.  
Rep. Lopez is calling for a Joint Legislative Hearing of the Assembly and Senate Environmental 
Conservation Committees to discuss and take action on ensuring the structural safety and 
management of Gilboa Dam and The Blenheim-Gilboa Pump Storage Power Project.  Rep. 
Lopez wants the joint hearing to focus on the structural integrity of the dam, emergency and 
safety protocols, utilization of the dam for flood control purposes and indemnification, an 
independent inspector that would report to the county during the reconstruction of the dam and 
other issues that impact homes, business and properties downstream of the facility.            
He suggested that the scope of this effort would include other flood areas such as Rotterdam 
Junction and Schenectady.  
His bill would draft regulation for flood management modeled after the Black River Regulatory 
Commission.  

Rep. Lopez expects to hear from Assemblyman Robert Sweeny, Chair of the Environmental 
Conservation Committee regarding these hearings within several days and will inform the DCC.
Discussion of critical issues:  There are ways to control flooding but utilization is impeded by 
such things as the lack of cell phone and broadband service.  Emergency protocols are 
incomplete.  Flood control plan for the entire watershed is needed.  Also need for more support 
from downstream communities.  The media indicated that residents of Rotterdam Junction may 
sue NYCDEP as well as the NYS Canal Regulating for the destruction in their community. 
Discussion of low level outlets:  Low level outlets are used to manage sediment and reduce 
turbidity in the water supply.  NYCDEP is attempting to avoid filtration of the drinking water for 
NYC. 
There was a discussion regarding building coalitions among upstate communities where 
NYCDEP maintains dams and reservoirs.  Discussion suggested that legal action may be the only 
recourse.  This alternative course of action was discussed but the decision was made to wait until 
the outcome of the appeal for legislative hearings was known.  Other options for the interested 
public include petitions, rallies and increasing the pressure on the town supervisors.  One 
interested party suggested a Facebook page for the DCC.   



Report from Flood Committee meeting revealed that protocol for operation of the low level 
outlet and lowering of gates has not been developed.  DCC will be involved when this is 
discussed.  A second dam engineer was present at the flood committee meeting.  Gary Daley will 
be the backup for Dick Bovee. 
A decision was made to wait for the answer to Rep. Lopez’s request for hearings.  If this is 
denied we may have to change tactics.  A petition was suggested.  Also discussed was a DCC 
Facebook page.  Several suggested that legal action may be the only way to bring NYC to the 
table.
A Department of State study is underway on hurricanes and coastal zone management by the 
NYCDEP.  

A community participant suggested that approved DCC meeting minutes be posted on the web 
site.  M. Montario made this motion and J. Nesbitt seconded it.  The motion was passed and the 
minutes of the November meeting will be posted on the website.
A motion was made by Bob to change the monthly DCC meeting date from the second 
Wednesday of the month to the second Tuesday.  This was seconded by Ralph and passed by the 
group.

December will be the DCC Christmas party.  This will be held at the Bartholmew home in 
Middleburgh.  Date to be announced.

Respectfully submitted,
Eleanor L. Currie, Secretary    

         

 


